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Purpose – The emergence of industrial hubs focused on oil and gas energy has fortified 
economic structures by integrating production, transit, and energy consumption, a 
phenomenon known as "geo-economics. The Near East, a strategic region rich in 
hydrocarbon reservoirs, has garnered significant attention as it seeks to influence critical 
areas, bases, and operational centers to achieve political-military and economic- 
commercial objectives. Due to its unique geographical location and proximity to major 
powers like Russia and China, along with regional players such as Iran, Pakistan, and India, 
Afghanistan assumes a vital operational role. 
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Methodology – This article discusses the consequences of economic, geopolitical, and 
geo-economic developments in Afghanistan and neighboring regions using analytical and 
descriptive methods and reliable scientific and research sources. This research method has 
used the data and results of numerous studies in this field and explained these 
developments' connections and mutual effects. 
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Findings – Capitalizing on its exceptional geographical position, Afghanistan stands to 
capitalize on numerous economic opportunities in trade and transit. Despite efforts to 
leverage this potential, significant progress remains elusive. 
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Implication – This article delves into the economic and political prospects and 
capabilities engendered by Afghanistan's geographic position, aiming to identify its critical 
attributes for developmental purposes. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Over the past 2,500 years, human history and civilization have been shaped by global East-West 
connections, with communication routes typically forming an axis from East to West or vice versa. This perspective 
gave rise to the Silk Road. The notions of the Eastern and Western regions of the world and geostrategic divisions  
based on the Eastern bloc and Western bloc during the Cold War mostly revolved around cooperation or 
confrontation along the East-West axis. Even the division of countries into North and South based on 
development during the latter half of the 20th century, though different from geographical concepts, primarily 
pertained to developed, underdeveloped, and developing nations (Vesey & Hadi, 2017). 

Asia's economic growth during the global economic recession has positioned it as the epicenter of global 
economic expansion (Singh, 2016). 

As a pivotal gateway and base, Afghanistan has attracted strategic interventions from regional and extra- 
regional powers. Factors like a lack of centralized national governance, economic disparity, weak legal systems,  ethnic-
tribal conflicts, and geopolitical vulnerabilities have allowed global stakeholders to advance their dominance. Amid its 
potential for fostering economic exchange with neighbors, Afghanistan grapples with structural and functional 
economic-commercial fragmentation and ethnic-tribal diversity within its political environment. This weakness has 
prompted regional and extra-regional actors to secure their strategic interests through ongoing interventions. In 
recent years, establishing a foothold in Afghanistan to oversee various regions encompassing Central Asia, China, 
Russia, India, Pakistan, and Iran has been a goal, significantly shaping Western, especially US, political behavior within 
Afghanistan (Kazemi, 2021). 
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Afghanistan's significance predominantly emanates from its geographic position. Positioned at the Central,  
West, and South Asia crossroads, Afghanistan stands as a frontier between continental and maritime powers, 
hosting robust opposing forces in the region. Its geographical location effectively bridges the countries of Central  Asia 
and South Asia. The north is home to energy-rich nations like Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
and Kyrgyzstan, whereas the south and east house energy-thirsty nations like Pakistan and India. This strategic 
positioning imbues Afghanistan with distinct geopolitical, geo-economic, and geostrategic importance (Bhatnagar & 
Shahab Ahmed, 2021). 

However, this positioning, which should ideally fuel Afghanistan's development and prosperity, has 
transformed the nation into a global battleground throughout history, denying its populace much-needed 
tranquility and prosperity. Until the late 18th century, Afghanistan was the gateway to the Indian subcontinent for  
colonial powers such as England and France. The 19th century saw it as a buffer state between Russia and England. In 
contrast, the 20th century thrust it into the proxy rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union during  the 
Cold War. In the 21st century, it remains a theater for regional and global competition, particularly involving  Russia 
and the United States. Situated at the heart of Asia, Afghanistan commands an irreplaceable vantage point  overseeing 
pivotal geopolitical areas, including Central Asia, the subcontinent, the Persian Gulf, and South and East Asia 
(Zahra & Sardar Mohammad, 2023). 

 
METHODS 

This article discusses the consequences of economic, geopolitical, and geo-economic developments in 
Afghanistan and neighboring regions using analytical and descriptive methods and reliable scientific and research  
sources. This research method has used the data and results of numerous studies in this field and explained these 
developments' connections and mutual effects. 

This research is fundamental because of the particular importance of the subject. By emphasizing the key 
points that have a unique role in the economy and strategic position of Afghanistan, this research has reached the  
belief that if the officials can take advantage of these opportunities, Afghanistan will be able to be on the path of  the 
economic intersection of the countries of the region. Also, this article describes Afghanistan's strategic position  as the 
main transit route for trade and energy transfer from Central Asia to South Asia, as well as a gateway for China's 
Belt and Road project in the path of strategic competition with Western countries. 

The main goal of this article is to analyze convergence or divergence in regional spaces. This research shows that 
exploiting energy resources can lead to geo-economic crises and intensify insecurities and problems in achieving 
peace and stability in Afghanistan and neighboring regions. This article analyzes the data from multiple  research studies 
to determine the coherence, or lack thereof, of the effects of these developments. It also explores  how these effects 
impact Afghanistan and its neighboring regions. 

Literature Review. Afghanistan occupies a prominent and distinctive geopolitical and geo-economic 
position on the global stage (Zarkani et al., 2016). The formidable influence of this nation demands 
acknowledgment from all countries. A substantial body of literature elucidates the country's importance, position,  and 
role within power dynamics. Noteworthy contributions to the geopolitics and geo-economics of Afghanistan include 
works by scholars like Akhwan Kazemi, Imamzadeh (2013), Thaghafi Ameri (1994), Singh Roy (2001,  2012, 2015), 
Shafiei (2011), Kolai and Pahlani (2011), and Melli and Nyakoi (2014). 

Most research on Afghanistan focuses on its communication, politics, economics, and security impact on 
neighboring regions and countries. This role needs to be revised to ensure an adequate comprehension of 
Afghanistan's potential and actualities within the global framework, inadvertently fostering instability and internal  
turmoil within Afghanistan, with ripple effects on regional and international spheres. The country's positioning 
aligns it intricately with regional geographical and geopolitical systems, particularly the Middle East, Central Asia,  and 
South Asia. Recognizing this matter's gravity is imperative due to the repercussions of misapprehending 
Afghanistan's location in terms of regional geopolitics. Misinterpretation of Afghanistan's geographical positioning  
could precipitate unfavorable security, communication, economic, and political shifts, affecting the United States  and 
its regional neighbors. Moreover, formulating domestic and foreign policies by Afghan leadership necessitates  an 
accurate comprehension of Afghanistan's location within the contemporary global system (Zahra & Sardar 
Mohammad, 2023). 
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The distinct positioning of Afghanistan within geopolitical theories such as the heartland theory, Mahan's sea 
power, Jeffery Kemp's strategic energy oval, and its geostrategic buffering role underpin its strategic significance. 
This positioning has caused numerous regional and extra-regional actors and powers, such as China, Pakistan, India, 
Russia, Iran, and the United States, to view Afghanistan as an arena of strategic confrontation and  diplomatic 
contestation (Mohsen et al., 2023). 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The Significance of Afghanistan's Geographical and Geopolitical Location. From a geographical 
perspective, Afghanistan, positioned at the heart of Asia, functions as a crossroads connecting several significant  
regions on the continent. Throughout its extensive history, Afghanistan has repeatedly suffered invasions and 
piqued the curiosity of global explorers. While it encompasses portions of regions such as Middle Asia, South Asia, 
Central Asia, North Asia, the Middle East, and the Far East, it is not exclusively tied to any single one of them 
(Hussain et al., 2021). Nonetheless, due to its location within the bounds of these immense regions, Afghanistan 
remains intrinsically interlinked with all of them, serving as a bridge that unites them (Bhatnagar & Shahab Ahmed, 
2021). 

Afghanistan's pivotal status as a country situated at the sensitive juncture connecting Central Asia and South  Asia 
has consistently drawn the focus of global powers seeking to advance their interests in this part of the world  (Rais, 
2019). 

The geopolitical and geostrategic importance of Afghanistan within the region has been pronounced since  
ancient times, bearing witness to a myriad of historical events. From antiquity to the 1800s, Afghanistan, serving as 
the gateway to India, was persistently targeted from its northern and western flanks due to its perceived suitability as a 
route to India. Various rulers launched incursions into Afghanistan, intending to reach India through this 
passage. Notably, Napoleon Bonaparte's ambition to conquer India and oust the British was thwarted by Shah 
Zaman, the reigning Afghan monarch at that time (Hussain et al., 2021). 

Afghanistan's Strategic and Geo-Economic Significance. Afghanistan's strategic position as a pivotal 
link connecting Central and South Asia has provided a foundation for the country to engage in significant economic 
ventures (Rais, 2019). Despite its geographical location often being viewed as disadvantageous, Afghanistan's 
proximity to crucial countries and discovery of oil and gas reserves in Central Asia and the Persian Gulf have given it a 
vital strategic role in proximity and connectivity with these areas. Furthermore, this strategic positioning has 
rendered Afghanistan a buffer zone during historical confrontations, such as the rivalry between Tsarist Russia and 
Britain in the 19th century and the Cold War during the 20th century (Ferguson & Hughes, 2019). Western powers, 
particularly the United States, have dedicated considerable attention to asserting their regional geostrategic  interests 
through sustained direct engagement (Hussain et al., 2021). 

Afghanistan in the North-South Energy Transit Route. Afghanistan's geo-economic status, intertwined 
with the historical roots of the Silk Road and nestled among neighboring nations, reveals both challenges and 
prospects for the Afghan economy. Afghanistan is instrumental in regional economic development as a pivotal 
crossroads for transit and energy transfer between Central and South Asia. Its adjacency to Central Asian countries  
positions Afghanistan as a critical enabler of the shortest and most cost-effective transit route for energy transfer from 
Central Asia to South Asia (Alirezaee et al., 2019). This distinctive role as a bridge between these two regions facilitates 
the emergence of fresh economic initiatives across the broader area (Rais, 2019). 

Afghanistan and Regional Geographic Systems. From its role as a transit junction, energy source, and 
consumer market, Afghanistan's geo-economic crisis has yielded regional tensions and external interventions, 
disrupting its geopolitical equilibrium. This crisis could weaken the nation's domestic strength and bolster 
expansionist and hegemonic tendencies regionally. Moreover, it may sow instability in Afghanistan's surrounding  
environment, escalating ideological conflicts and ethnic-tribal strains by creating a void in political-security 
cohesion. Consequently, it is crucial to underscore the perpetuation of regional collaboration founded on mutual  
interests to mitigate the adverse ramifications of the geo-economic crisis in Afghanistan (Zarkani et al., 2016). 

Understanding Afghanistan's geostrategic position in the contemporary world necessitates an examination of 
its ties and placement within the geopolitical regions delineated earlier. While Afghanistan was once a pivotal  link 
between the South Asian and Middle Eastern systems, it has become a central role within the Greater Middle 
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East region. This transformation underscores Afghanistan's expanded influence (Eslami et al., 2018), indicating a  shift 
in its role from a mere intermediary to a central actor in broader regional dynamics (Zarkani et al., 2016). 

Afghanistan's Role in Bridging Energy from Less Affluent to Affluent Countries . Afghanistan's geo- 
economic, geostrategic, and geopolitical location carries immense historical significance. Its placement along the  
ancient Silk Road, centrality within South Asia, and unique relationship with neighboring and influential nations  
comprise advantageous and potentially vulnerable attributes. The extent to which the government leverages these  
opportunities, thereby harnessing them as sources of national empowerment, is contingent upon the variations in  the 
country's governance and economic frameworks. 

Afghanistan's transit and energy transfer hub role is among the most compelling advantages of bridging 
Central and South Asia. Due to its proximity to Central Asian nations, Afghanistan stands poised to significantly  
contribute to energy (oil and gas) transportation across diverse regional sectors, consequently catalyzing regional  
economic growth. Establishing gas and oil pipelines is paramount, given Central Asia's reliance on varied pipelines  to 
facilitate the transfer of essential resources to consumer markets, often affected by droughts. Afghanistan's 
pivotal role in energy transfer, positioning it as a conduit between Central and South Asia, holds notable 
geopolitical implications. Equally vital are cross-border initiatives, such as the TAPI pipeline. Abbreviated from the 
initials of the countries involved, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India, this project is pivotal in 
enhancing energy supply and fostering regional economic cooperation. As a transit nation, Afghanistan's 
involvement in the TAPI pipeline supports energy transit and bolsters the nation's economic security and 
prosperity (Bhatnagar & Shahab Ahmed, 2021). 

Another significant venture is the CASA-1000 electricity project, which represents a critical infrastructure  for 
regional electricity provision. By transferring electrical energy from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan via  
Afghanistan, this project transforms the region into a shared energy market, fostering mutual economic benefits 
among diverse nations (ESCAP & Cooperation, 2018). 

Afghanistan's geo-economic and geostrategic attributes position it as a pivotal facilitator of trade and energy  
transfer within the region. As a vital bridge connecting diverse regional segments, Afghanistan's role has the 
potential to fortify its economy and enhance regional interactions. However, unlocking these opportunities 
necessitates establishing security in Afghanistan. Collaborative initiatives to ensure security and promote economic 
ventures can augment the effectiveness of Afghanistan's geo-economic pursuits (Zarkani et al., 2016). 

Geo-Economic Convergence of Afghanistan with Central Asia. Convergence denotes groups, 
organizations, institutions, or nations gravitating towards unity to uphold collective interests through extensive 
cooperation. Illustrative instances of convergence include the harmonization of thought processes in Europe, 
culminating in the formation of the European Union, alongside efficacious interactions among Southeast Asian 
nations (Kazemi, 2021). These experiences lead scholars and politicians to perceive convergence as a pathway to  
accrue more excellent benefits, engender more suitable interactions, and ensure relative security in international 
relations. Particularly in regions like Afghanistan, such convergence is deemed a desirable prospect (Zarai et al.,  2013). 

The geographical location of Afghanistan assumes paramount significance. It has historically fostered 
cultural and commercial linkages between Europe and Asia over centuries, concurrently serving as a fulcrum for  
regional and extra-regional power struggles. With its natural resources and a lack of robust diplomatic outreach, this 
scenario has engendered various rivalries (ESCAP & Cooperation, 2018). 

In the 21st century, Afghanistan plays a pivotal energy conduit, facilitating the transfer of energy resources  from 
affluent regions to those in need. With its abundant natural gas resources, Afghanistan's neighbors, such as 
Turkmenistan, underscore the development of energy trade routes through Afghanistan. Additionally, Iran seeks to 
leverage Afghanistan's strategic positioning to safeguard its interests vis-à-vis the Central Asian and 
Turkmenistan regions (Oge, 2015). 

Tajikistan, Afghanistan's northern neighbor, shares a border spanning 1206 km and is demarcated by the 
Pamir Mountains. The Amu Darya River originates from the southern Pamirs, serving as the boundary between the 
two nations. These countries share a rich history and religious-national affinities (Kazemi, 2021). Tajikistan is 
committed to curbing the spread of Islamist ideology and safeguarding the rights of Afghan Tajiks. Notably, 
Russian armed forces are slated to provide security assistance to Tajikistan until 2042 (Stein, 2019). 
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Uzbekistan, another neighbor, shares a lengthy border with Afghanistan along a significant stretch of the 
Amu Darya River. During the Soviet era, Uzbekistan capitalized on Afghanistan's gas resources. Afghanistan's gas  
reserves in areas like Mzaar-e-Sharif, Saripol, and Sheberghan, coupled with its close ties to Uzbekistan, position it as 
an economic conduit for global gas exports. Furthermore, significant communication routes connect the two  nations 
(Kazemi, 2021). 

Uzbekistan's objectives in Afghanistan encompass: 

Economic: reacquiring access to gas and oil resources in northern Afghanistan. Security: 

Countering Fundamentalism 

Political: safeguarding the rights of the Uzbek minority within Afghanistan's political framework. 

Until recently, Uzbekistan viewed Afghanistan as a significant concern. It fosters peace and promotes 
economic initiatives through proactive engagement with the Taliban. Uzbekistan's involvement in the Afghan 
peace process places it in the company of participants such as the United States, Russia, Pakistan, and India. 
However, the extent of Uzbekistan's initial contributions to this process remains to be determined (ESCAP & 
Cooperation, 2018). Afghanistan and Uzbekistan continue their efforts to bolster trade ties. The second round of  
public and private deliberations between the two nations in 2019, held in Tashkent, yielded significant progress. 
Agreements were secured to fortify trade relations as part of the Afghanistan Trade Promotion Project, funded by  the 
European Union and executed by the International Trade Center (ITC News, 2019). 

The Significance of Afghanistan's Geopolitical Position in Geo-economic Strategies. While the 
historical importance of Afghanistan's geographical location is evident, its significance has evolved. In the past, it  
served as a crossroads on the Silk Road. Presently, its value lies in facilitating the transfer of gas and oil pipelines  from 
Central Asia to South and East Asia. It is a significant interest for the West, whether during the Taliban era or amidst 
their presence in Afghanistan. The country's strategic location along the route for transporting gas and oil from 
Central Asia to southern regions and open waters is undeniable. Additionally, Afghanistan's proximity to  the Persian 
Gulf, a pivotal geopolitical hub supplying approximately 60% of global energy, and its adjacency to the  resource-rich 
Caspian Sea elevate Western interest in maintaining close ties to these areas. The dynamic interplay  between 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and the regions above has precipitated this scenario (Zahra & Sardar Mohammad, 2023). 

The Azure (Lajword) Way and Afghanistan's Role in Strengthening Regional Economic Cooperation 
Afghanistan occupies a pivotal geopolitical and geo-economic position that fosters connectivity between Central  Asia, 
South Asia, and the Middle East. Termed the "Heart of Asia," this unique location offers valuable economic  prospects 
encompassing trade, transit, access to regional markets, and socioeconomic growth. Aligned with its strategic 
vision, Afghanistan seeks to bolster its geopolitical and geo-economic influence by cultivating shared interests and 
reinforcing regional interdependencies. Through regional interconnectedness and collaboration with  regional 
institutions, Afghanistan strives to cultivate mutual trust among neighboring countries and contribute to  resolving 
political and security challenges. To this end, Afghanistan has undertaken measures such as intensifying  regional 
cooperation, prioritizing an economy-centric foreign policy, establishing multilateral regional dialogues, and executing 
transit and trade initiatives. The Lajword Road project, serving as a transit and trade route connecting Afghanistan to 
Central Asia, the Caucasus, the Balkans, and Central Europe, assumes particular significance. This  initiative is poised 
to enhance Afghanistan's access to transit and trade markets, amplifying exports through linkages with various 
ports and pre-existing infrastructure along its trajectory. 

Several prerequisites are essential for realizing this vision: Afghanistan must forge numerous bilateral 
agreements concerning road transportation facilities with Azure (Lajword) Road Agreement member states. 

The country should establish visa facilitation and rail transportation protocols with Lazuli Road Agreement  
signatories, laying the groundwork for full agreement implementation. 

Afghanistan's accession to agreements like the Kyoto Convention on Simplification and Harmonization of  
Customs Procedures, the International Convention on Transportation by Rail (COTIF), the International 
Agreement on the Transportation of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR), and the Agreement on the International 
Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR) will not only facilitate Lazorda Agreement implementation but also position 
Afghanistan as a critical transit bridge between Central Asia and South Asia in the long run (ESCAP & 
Cooperation, 2018). 
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Afghanistan's Strategic Position in the One Belt, One Road Initiative. Afghanistan occupies a pivotal 
position along the strategic trajectory of the One Belt, One Road initiative, known as the "One Economic Belt, 
One Road," within the framework of Chinese President Xi Jinping's vision, officially titled the "New Silk Road. This 
expansive project, introduced in 2013, consists of two key components: the Silk Road Economic Belt and the  Maritime 
Silk Road. Its overarching objective is establishing a cohesive and synchronized economic zone spanning the nations 
along the Silk Road. It aims to extend its influence to Southeast and South Asian countries, including  Pakistan. The 
central aim of this initiative is to augment the flow of transit and trade among the nations encompassing the 
designated route (Kazemi, 2021). 

The New Silk Road is comprised of three principal routes: the northern route connecting Central Asian 
nations including Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan to regions 
spanning Russia, Europe, and North Africa; the central route traversing Central Asia via Afghanistan and 
Turkmenistan, reaching Iran, the Persian Gulf, Turkey, and the Mediterranean Sea; and the southern route 
commencing in China and concluding in Southeast Asia, South Asia, Pakistan, and the Indian Ocean (Malik, 2016). 

Commencing in 2013, the Chinese government initiated collaborative efforts with twenty countries and 
numerous international organizations to execute this expansive project, culminating in the signing numerous 
agreements. According to the blueprint articulated by China's President, an investment of $124 billion has been 
allocated for the construction of roads, railways, port reconstruction, and development across the nations aligned  with 
the New Silk Road initiative. 

These transit endeavors bear significance for Afghanistan, the broader Central Asia region, and the global  arena. 
Transportation infrastructure and energy resources stand as the central pillars and indispensable elements 
underpinning the economies of these regions. By leveraging the New Silk Road, Afghanistan is poised to extend its 
exports to Far Eastern and European destinations. Simultaneously, these initiatives open avenues for mutual 
investment between Afghanistan and China (Kazemi, 2021). 

Afghanistan's connectivity to China is facilitated through railway routes via Central Asian countries. The 
maiden commercial shipment from China to Afghanistan reached its destination through the Haratan port. 
Ongoing efforts to integrate Afghanistan into railway networks emanating from Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran,  
Turkey, and Europe have the potential to amplify Afghanistan's role as an intermediary in economic interactions  and 
regional connectivity. 

Notably, the port of Gwadar in southern Pakistan has emerged as a contemporary conduit for cargo 
transportation to Afghanistan, heralding a constructive transformation for the China -Pakistan Economic Corridor. The 
advancements achieved at the Gwadar port underscore the triumph of the Belt and Road initiative, accentuating 
the importance of regional economic linkages. Facilitated by the Afghanistan-Pakistan trade and transit agreement, 
Gwadar's strategic geographic location is poised for optimal exploitation. Pakistan's endeavors to enhance 
Afghanistan's transportation network encompass two pivotal facets—imports and exports. Regarding imports, 
Pakistan aims to meet its oil and gas requisites from Central Asian republics, particularly Turkmenistan.  Subsequently, 
it seeks to facilitate oil and gas exports from these regions to global markets through Afghanistan.  On the export 
front, Pakistan aspires to augment its exports to diverse regions by leveraging the Afghan route, thus capitalizing 
on the advantages offered by this channel (Omidi & Noolkar-Oak, 2022). 

While multiple routes for import, export, and economic engagement with Central Asia are feasible, including 
routes via Russia and Iran, the current lack of infrastructure in Russia and the existing sanctions on Iran render 
Afghanistan's path a more promising avenue for fostering economic ties with Central Asia. As integral constituents  of 
the Belt and Road Initiative, these concerted endeavors are poised to transform Afghanistan into an economic  
epicenter within the broader region (Malik, 2016). 

Discussion and Analysis. Afghanistan, situated at the heart of Asia, boasts a history replete with diverse 
experiences. While the evolution within Afghanistan may appear relatively small compared to the broader Asian  
landscape, its current role assumes centrality in shaping regional political dynamics. Regrettably, the frailty of the  
central government has hindered the nation from optimally leveraging opportunities for enhancing its regional 
stature. Having weathered the challenges posed by the United States and the Soviet Union, Afghanistan now 
navigates the realm of post-Cold War transformations (Kazemi, 2021). 

The geopolitical landscape of Afghanistan is subjected to analysis based on fixed and variable factors 
influencing its geopolitics. This scrutiny reveals a mixed evaluation, with certain factors yielding low scores while 
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others fare more favorably. Afghanistan's strategic positioning has consistently been a focal point despite its 
landlocked status. However, its relatively modest size, compounded by the rugged terrain that often hampers 
efficient utilization, has diminished its influence in terms of national power. The geographic configuration, 
characterized by a comet-like shape, is an unfortunate attribute, and its borders, relegated to the category of 
borders, underscore its less-than-favorable geopolitical situation. Geopolitical significance is also vested in the 
location of water resources, notably the Amu Darya and Helmand rivers. However, the strategic harnessing of 
these resource hinges on the decisions of successive Afghan governments. Lamentably, the population's limited 
educational attainment underscores concern about human resource quality, thereby impeding efficient resource 
transformation for economic growth. 

Notwithstanding, the demographic dividend of a youthful populace presents a valuable asset. Religion, 
particularly Islam, pervades Afghan society, significantly influencing regional and global dynamics in tandem with  
shared historical legacies. External influences often wield more significant sway than internal factors during Afghan 
crises, with conflicts among groups and the maneuverings of various external powers inflicting harm upon the 
populace (Kolaei & Bramesfeld, 2019). 

The present stability and prevailing relationships hinge upon the unfolding developments in the new global  
order. Afghanistan's significance, duly acknowledged by both Afghan and American stakeholders, underscores the  
resonance of its role within this shifting context. The malleability of strategy in the emerging system introduces the 
prospect of unforeseen challenges. Considering Afghanistan's regional salience, steadfast efforts toward securing 
permanent membership in regional and international institutions become imperative to safeguard political  and defense 
security and harness Afghanistan's economic standing for regional potency and tranquility. Concurrently, fostering 
national cohesion and trust-building across ethnic divisions is pivotal. Augmenting internal security, nurturing regional 
collaboration, and attracting investments are pivotal in bolstering Central Asian nations' confidence in channeling 
energy transit to the Sea of Oman through Afghanistan. The fruition of these undertakings promises to engender 
stability and establish a climate of trust conducive to cultivating equilibrium within Afghanistan and fostering 
enhanced cooperation among neighboring states for regional peace and stability  (Kazemi, 2021). 

Afghanistan's strategic significance is deeply entrenched in its geography. The nation plays a pivotal role in  the 
region's cultural, economic, and geopolitical dynamics at the crossroads of three critical realms. This geographical 
vantage point offers distinct economic and political opportunities that, if astutely managed, hold the  potential to steer 
the nation toward sustainable development and economic prosperity. 

Central to Afghanistan's prospects is its capacity as a conduit for transit and trade, bridging energy-rich 
Central Asian nations with energy-deficient counterparts in South Asia. Though this potential has remained 
underutilized, recent collaborative endeavors between Afghanistan and regional nations, particularly in energy 
transfer projects, are poised to amplify the efficacy of this latent capability. It is evidenced through initiatives like  the 
TAPI gas pipeline and the CASA-1000 electricity transmission. These partnerships amalgamate regional interests 
and can extend their impact across multifaceted realms, including counterterrorism efforts (Malik, 2016;  Omidi & 
Noolkar-Oak, 2022). 

Moreover, Afghanistan's water resources constitute another pivotal geographical advantage. Many rivers  within 
its borders flow into neighboring territories, conferring Afghanistan with an influential role in the region. Beyond 
domestic utilization, these water resources present a mechanism for exerting regional influence. Effective  utilization 
necessitates astute diplomacy, enabling Afghanistan to harness these resources to its advantage while safeguarding 
its interests vis-à-vis neighboring states. 

The nascent New Silk Road initiative emerged as a transformative opportunity for Afghanistan, facilitating  
economic and political progress. As this transcontinental corridor interlinks disparate regions spanning east to 
West, it engenders streamlined trade and transportation avenues, thereby furnishing Afghanistan with the potential  to 
bolster its economic growth and enhance exports to regional and global markets. 

In sum, directing attention toward regional integration promises to foster progress across economic, 
political, and cultural domains. Through the establishment of collaborative regional frameworks, Afghanistan has  the 
potential to drive its sustainable development and contribute to broader regional advancement, thus charting a 
trajectory toward a promising future. 
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CONCLUSION 

In light of our research findings, Afghanistan's geo-economic landscape is intrinsically tied to its strategic 
transit positioning and the intersection of energy reserves and consumer markets. Within this framework, 
Afghanistan's geo-economic space teems with latent potential and challenges characterized by conflicting claims  and 
rivalries. Due to vested interests, regional and international stakeholders have ensconced themselves within 
Afghanistan, shaping its dynamics. With the backdrop of these complexities, the geo -economic quandary casts a 
shadow on energy economies and amplifies discord, precluding the cohesive coalition and convergence necessary  for 
sustaining political sovereignty. Should extremist ideologies and groups continue to burgeon, these may establish 
a foundational foothold within Afghanistan, significantly impacting the region's multilateral economic and 
commercial agreements and security arrangements. However, historical precedents and the behavior of critical  actors 
within Afghanistan posit a trajectory where geo-economic competition, underpinned by investment, regional  trade 
liberalization, and comprehensive security agreements, emerges as a driving force. The efficacy of these pursuits 
demands substantial economic support for rejuvenating and advancing economic and commercial infrastructure. 
Nevertheless, the geo-economic undertakings of regional and international actors are guided by self - interest and the 
fortification of regional standing, as encapsulated in the following chart. 
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